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Membership Advisory 

Use of Title, Title Format and Abbreviation 

The College requires that all members indicate on any professional psychology documents their 

full name, the highest degree under which they have been accepted for membership, and the 

terms "Registered Psychologist" or "Registered Doctoral Psychologist." Examples of documents 

in which this full signage would be used include letters, reports, and business cards. Members 

may also wish to include their registration number on legal documents.  

An example of the form of title use for a member registered as a doctoral level psychologist is:  

Pat Smith, Ed.D. 

Registered Doctoral Psychologist 

An example of the form of title use for a member registered as a master's level psychologist is:  

Leslie Smith, M.A. 

Registered Psychologist 

There may be certain instances in which a member would prefer to use an abbreviated form of 

the title such as clinic notes or hospital charts.  

An example of the recommended abbreviated form of the title for a member registered as a 

master's level psychologist is:  

Kim Smith, M.Ed., R. Psych.  

An example of the recommended abbreviated form of the title for a member registered as a 

doctoral level psychologist is:  

Chris Smith, Ph.D., R. D. Psych.  

In general it is recommended that the abbreviated form of the title would only be used in 

documents which are less likely to be read by the general public, and in which it would be easy 

to reference the full title of the psychologist in other documentation. It is further recommended 

that if a member works for an agency that has a list of approved abbreviations, the member 

should submit the abbreviation to the agency.  

Please be advised that the license to practice granted by the SCP is a “general” license to 

practice.  The license to practice is not intended to convey licensure or endorsement of a 

member by the SCP in a specific area of practice.  Thus use of additional descriptors in one’s 

professional licensure title (i.e. Registered Doctoral Educational Psychologist, Registered 

Clinical Psychologist etc.) is not acceptable.   

The goal of title use is to provide clear information to the public about a member's 

qualifications. If a member is in doubt about the sufficiency of the abbreviated title, the full title 

should be used.  
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